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Remarks : 

Reconsideration of the application is requested. 

Claims 1-5 and 9 are now in the application. Claims 1, 4, and 
5 have been amended. A marked-up version of the claims is 
attached hereto on separate pages. Independent claim 9 has 
been added. Claim 6 has been cancelled. 

In item 3 on page 2 of the above -identified Office action, the 
drawings have been objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a) . The 
Examiner stated that "the means for rotating said cutting 
cylinder and said transfer cylinder" as set forth in claim 5, 
and the "means for rotating said transfer cylinder" as set 
forth in claim 6 must be shown or the feature (s) cancelled 
from the claim (s) . Claim 5 has been amended so as to overcome 
the objection to the drawings by the Examiner. Claim 6 has 
been cancelled. 

In item 4 on page 3 of the Office action, claims 1-6 have been 
rejected as being indefinite under 35 U.S.C. § 112. 

More specifically, the Examiner has stated that in claim 1, 
line 3, "cutting cylinder" is vague and indefinite and appears 
to be inaccurate because the disclosed feature is not 
cylindrical, and thus the scope of the limitation using this 
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term cannot be ascertained, and the Examiner suggests to 
change "cutting cylinder" to --rotary cutter-- or the like. 
The claims have been amended to overcome the rejection. The 
term "cutting cylinder" has been replaced with the term 
"rotary cutter". However, it is noted for the record that the 
term "cutting cylinder" is not inaccurate in the context. The 
term cylinder as defined in Chamber's Techni cal Dictionary on 
page 220, enclosed with this amendment, defines a cylinder as 
a solid uniform cross-section which may be generated by a 
straight line moving round a closed curve and remaining 
parallel to a given direction. Apparently, what the Examiner 
deems as a cylinder is actually a "right circular cylinder" 
for which the closed curve is a circle whose plane is 
perpendicular to the axis of the cylinder. 

The Examiner further stated that in claim 4, the recitation 
"each connected to" renders the claim vague and indefinite, 
particularly since it seems that the gripper and tucking blade 
are each part of the transfer cylinder and it's not clear how 
they can be both part of and connected to the transfer 
cylinder. Claim 4 has been amended so as to overcome the 
rejection. 

It is accordingly believed that the specification and the 
claims meet the requirements of 35 U.S. C. § 112, first and 
second paragraphs. Should the Examiner find any further 
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objectionable items, counsel would appreciate a telephone call 
during which the matter may be resolved. The above -noted 
changes to the claims are provided solely for the purpose of 
satisfying the requirements of 35 U.S. C. § 112. The changes 
are not provided for overcoming the prior art nor for any 
reason related to the statutory requirements for a patent. 

In item 6 on page 4 of the Office action, claims 1-6 have been 
rejected as being fully anticipated by Barber (U.S. Patent No. 
2,222,279) under 35 U.S.C. § 102. 

In item 7 on page 4 of the Office action, claims 1, 3, 5, and 
6 have been rejected as being fully anticipated by Eisner et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,363,728) under 35 U.S.C. § 102. 

As will be explained below, it is believed that the claims 
were patentable over the cited art in their original form and 
the claims have, therefore, not been amended to overcome the 
references. 

Before discussing the prior art in detail, it is believed that 
a brief review of the invention as claimed, would be helpful. 

Claim 1 calls for, inter alia: 
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»an adjustable diameter portion disposed in said 
circumferential region of said transfer cylinder, said 
adjustable diameter portion being movable in a direction 
toward and away from said central cylinder axis, said 
adjustable diameter portion adjusting the desired cutoff 
length of the signatures." 

The Barber reference discloses handling two different sized 
products of a rotary web printing press, one where the form 
cylinder is an even number of plates around and the other 
where the form cylinder is an odd number of plates around 
(page 1, column 1, lines 1-6) . Barber discloses two 
independently operating units, each used for a different size 
signature, where only one unit is operational at any given 
time (page 1, column 1, lines 7-25) . 

Clearly, the reference does not show an adjustable diameter 
portion disposed in the circumferential region of the transfer 
cylinder for adjusting the desired cutoff length of the 
signatures, as recited in claim 1 of the instant application. 
Barber discloses handling of only two different sized 
signatures, each of which is handled by a separate unit while 
the other unit is not operational. Barber does not disclose 
any kind of adjusting of a transfer cylinder to produce 
signatures of varying length. This is completely contrary to 
the invention of the instant application, in which adjusting 
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the adjustable diameter portion can produce signatures of 
varying length by merely adjusting the adjustable diameter 
portion . 

The Eisner et al . reference discloses a web cutter with a 
knife roll (12) located above an anvil roll (14) . The knife 
roll contains a plurality of fixed cutting knives (32) and the 
anvil roll (14) contains a plurality of fixed anvils (40) for 
cutting signatures of a constant length. The anvil roll also 
includes a lift plate (42) located immediately upstream of 
each anvil (40) (column 2 lines 40-62) . The lift plates (42) 
are provided for the purpose of raising the severed lead end 
of the web above the anvil (40) , in order to assure proper 
feeding to the discharge conveyor over guideplate (26) . The 
Eisner et al . reference further discloses that after the cut 
is made by the cutting knives (32) and the anvils (40) the 
lead edge (56) of the lift plate (42) engages the lower 
surface of the web and holds the web against the adjacent edge 
of the knife roll (12) (column 3, lines 31-37) . 

Clearly, the reference does not show an adjustable diameter 
portion disposed in the circumferential region of the transfer 
cylinder for adjusting the desired cutoff length of the 
signatures, as recited in claim 1 of the instant application. 
The Eisner et al . reference discloses a web cutter for cutting 
webs of constant length, the lift plate (42) provided by the 
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reference is used only for the purpose of raising the severed 
lead end of the web above the anvil (4 0) , in order to assure 
proper feeding to the discharge conveyor over guideplate (26) . 
The lift plate is in no way used to vary the length of the 
signature, as it does not contact the lower surface of the web 
until after the cut is made. This is completely contrary to 
the invention of the instant application, in which adjusting 
the adjustable diameter portion can produce signatures of 
varying length. 

It is accordingly believed to be clear that none of the 
references, whether taken alone or in any combination, either 
show or suggest an adjustable diameter portion disposed in the 
circumferential region of the transfer cylinder, the 
adjustable diameter portion being movable in a direction 
toward and away from the central cylinder axis, the adjustable 
diameter portion adjusting the desired cutoff length of the 
signatures, as recited in claim 1 of the instant application. 
Claim 1 is, therefore, believed to be patentable over the art 
and since all of the dependent claims are ultimately dependent 
on claim 1, they are believed to be patentable as well. Claim 
is patentable on similar grounds as claim 1. 

In view of the foregoing, reconsideration and allowance of 
claims 1-5 and 9 are solicited. 
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In the event the Examiner should still find any of the claims 
to be unpatentable, counsel respectfully requests a telephone 
call so that, if possible, patentable language can be worked 
out . 


Please charge any other fees which might be due with respect 
to Sections 1.16 and 1.17 to the Deposit Account of Lerner & 
Greenberg P. A., No. 12-1099. 



AKD : cgm 

March 21, 2002 

Lerner and Greenberg, P. A. 
Post Office Box 2480 
Hollywood, FL 33022-2480 
Tel: (954) 925-1100 
Fax: (954) 925-1101 


{JRENCE A. GREENBERG 
REG. NO. 29,308 
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HEM 98/644 (HA-2494) 

Marked-up version of the claims: 


Claim 1 (twice -amended) . A variable length cutting device, 
comprising : 

a [cutting cylinder] rotary cutter ; 

a transfer cylinder cooperating with said [cutting cylinder] 
rotary cutter for cutting a ribbon into signatures having a 
desired cutoff length, said transfer cylinder having a central 
cylinder axis and a circumferential region; and 

an adjustable diameter portion disposed in said 
circumferential region of said transfer cylinder, said 
adjustable diameter portion being movable in a direction 
toward and away from said central cylinder axis [for] , said 
adjustable diameter portion adjusting the desired cutoff 
length of the signatures. 

Claim 4 (amended). The cutting device according to claim 1, 
including a gripper and a tucking blade each [connected] 
mounted to said transfer cylinder and disposed in said 
circumferential region at a fixed distance from said central 
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cylinder axis, and said adjustable diameter portion being 
located between said gripper and said tucking blade. 


Claim 5 (twice-amended) . The cutting device according to 
claim 1, including a cutting blade fixed to said [cutting 
cylinder] rotary cutter and a cutting ledge disposed in said 
circumferential region of said transfer cylinder for 
cooperating with said cutting blade [, and means for rotating 
said cutting cylinder and said transfer cylinder in 
synchronism] . 

Claim 9 (new) . A variable length cutting device, comprising: 


a rotary cutter; 


a transfer cylinder cooperating w ith said rotary cutter f< 
cutting a ribbon into signatures having a desired cutoff 
length, said transfer cylinder hav ing a central cylinder , 
and a circumferential region car r ying the ribbon during a 
cutting operation; and 

an adjustable diameter portion dispos ed in said 
circumferential region of said t ransfer cylinder, said 
adjustable diameter portion bein g movable in a direction 
toward and away from said cent ral cylinder axis, said 
adjustable diameter portion adju sting the desired cutoff 
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length of the signatures by selectively shortening and 
lengthening the circumferential region carrying the ribbon. 
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